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ined to arrive at this knowledg, if 


! 
we _— a mind to it, and will but deal 


impartially with our ſelves; : For the Texr 


gives us a plain mark and charaQter where- 
by we may | kjiow. tt, 1: this the children 


of God are manifeſt, and the children of 


the Dewil : whoſcever' doth - not righteouſ- 
neſs, 1s not of God. 

From which words I ſhall endeayour, 
by God's affiſtance, to Iay men 'open to 
themſelves, and to nn gt'to every one 
of us the truth of our condition ; and 


then leave it to the grace of God, and 


ya mans ſerious conſideration, to. make 
ſ ufe of it: . 

ef Km briefly) explain"the' words, nd 

then woufider. the matter! contained in 

hed. ' 

By the hilbuns of God, and the children 
of the Devil,” are” mednt” good” and bad 
ner 5 'Ic being "ufual in the phrafe of 

Sj - Ca I perf ons or things which 


rs ron 'tature of quality; the' 


_ 'thoſe who: are emrient Efi-. 
died with 'that> nature and difpofiti 
Thus they.who ate of the faith of Abrs- 
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ham, and-do the. works. of Abraham, :axc 


 called'Abrabaw?s children: In like -rhan- 
ner, thoſe who in their diſpoſtion; .and 


actions imitate God, are called the. .Chil- 
dren of God; and on the contrary, thoſe 
that addi& themſelves to fin -and impicty 


are counted of: another race and-deſcent, 


they reſemble the Devil, and belong to 
him as the Chief and Head of that Fa- 
Gon. n Eat 1 el Jo a\bos 

By Tighteouſneſs, is here: meant univer- 
fal goodneſs:and conformity” to the Law 


_ of God, in oppoſition to fin which is'the 
| tranſgreſſion of that Law. . | 


By being manijeft, . is meant, thathicre- 


ſo that every one that will -ex- 
amine his condition by this mark, may 
know of. which number he is, and to 


by good and bad men are really diſtin- 
guithod; 


what Party he belongs. 


I come now to the main argument con- 
tained inthe words, which 1s to-give us-a 
certain charaQer, and mark of diſtinction 
between a good and bad man;  r#, by 
this the children of God are.manifeſt, and 


the . children of the devil: whoſoever doth 
| nat 
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[Diſcounſey«' T ſhall proceddy i in/this .me- 
-thod.: 
-ic Fixſt, We: will contibr the charaSier 
wand matk' vfiidificrence'between'a good 
.and bad. man, whitvishece'laid:down.; 
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on 1 ſhall endeavens to. ſlows, 
-that:: by: this mark . every\man may with 
due care and'dilipence,came to the knou- 
bedp of his'ſpiritnal eftate- and candition., 
By this the childrin of” ; Gad neifingef, 
ond the' children: of: the. dead, (11 jr! 10 
_ - Thirdly ,: E hall equite whence it 
comes fo paſs, that notwithſtanding. this, 
_ fo-many perfans ace ac fo gyeat-utcertain- 
Ty concerning their .condition. . +2111 
]. We will conſtder the tharafter and 
mark of difference between-a good and 
bad many; which'-15 berem! the iFiricr, 


WWhoſrover doth: nat righteouſneſs, 15. mot of 


God; which implies likewife on thercon- 
trary, that whoſoexier detb- righteoxſneſs, 
* OY hs Now x the firicteft ſenſe of 
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this phraſe, he only who lives in all the 
commandements of God blameleſs, can 
be ſaid to do righteouſneſs : But in this 
ſenſe there is 'none that doth righteouſneſs, 

no not .one, and conſequently none could 
be the Children of God; buce the Text 
ſuppoſes ſome to be ſo, and therefore by 
doing righteonſneſs the Apoſfile maſt ne- 
ceſfarily be underftood to mean ſome- 
thing that is ſhort of perfet and unfin- 
ning obedience. So that the queſtion is, 
What doing of righteouſneſs 1s ſufficient ro 
denominate a man a Child of God, and 
to put him into a ſtate of prace and fa- 
vour with Him. 

And & do not intend nicely to 
this matter: Tis 'not perhaps | be 
to be done ; Gothing being more difficalr, 
than to determine the very utmoſt bonds 
and Imits of things, and to tefl exaltly 
and juſt to a point where the Tine of 
difference between Virtue and Vice, be- 
tween the ſtate 'of a pood and bad man 
is tobe placed: Andif” ir could be done; 
it would-be of no great uſe; for I take 
ir to be'no pit of  batineſs to teff 


men 
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men how many faults they may. have, 
and how little goodneſs, and. yet. be the 
Children of God : but rather to acquaint 


them, what degrees of holineſs and good- 
neſs are neceſlary to give men a clear 
and comfortable evidence of their good 
eſtate towards God; and then to per- 


ſwade them, in order to their peace and. 
| aſſurance, to endeavour after ſuch. de- 


grees. 
Wherefore to ſtate the bufineſs ſo far 


as is neceſlary to give men a ſufficient 


knowledg of their condition, I ſhall 


briefly confider who. they are that in the 
Apoſtles ſenſe may be ſaid to be doers. 
of righteouſneſs, or not doers of it. And 


becauſe the Apoſtle lays down the Rule. 


negatively, I ſhall. therefore 


In. the firſt place, enquire who they. 


are that in the Apoſtles ſenſe may be ſaid. 


xot to. do righteouſneſs. 

I. They. that live in the general courſe 
of a wicked life ;. in. the. praQtice of great 
and known fins, as injuſtice,. intemper- 
ance, filthy and ſenſual luſts, profane 
negled and contempt of God and Reli- 
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gion ; 1o- that by the” whole courſe and 


tenour of their aftions, 'it 1s plain be- 
yond all denial that there is no fear of 
God _—_ their eyes. Concerning ' theſe 
the caſe 1s {o very evident, that it ſeems 
too mild and gentle an expreſlion-to call 
them not doers of righteouſneſs. | 
2. They who live ia the habitual pra- 
ice of any one known. fin,- or 'in the 
negle@ of any conſiderable part of their 
known duty. - For = vicious habit de- 
nominates a man, and puts him into an 
ey1l ſtate. GIG 
| 3- They who are guilty of the ſingle 
act of a very heinous and notorious crime; 


as a deliberate act of blaſphemy, of mur- 


ther, perjury, fraud or oppreſſion, or of 


any other crime of the like enormity. 
For though ordinarily one fingle a& of 
fin doth not denominate one a bad man, 
when the general courſe of the mans life 
is contrary ; yet the fingle as of ſome 


ſorts of -fins are fo crying and heinous, 


and do {o ſtare every mans conſcience in 
the face, that they are juſtly eſteemed to 
be of equal maligfity with vicious habits 
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of . an infertour kind ; becauſe they do 
almoſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe a great depra- 
vation of mind, and a monſtrous altena- 
tioa from God and goodnefs in the per- 
ſon that deliberately commits them. And 
they who are guilty in any of theſe three 
degrees now mentioned: are moſt' cer- 
tainly net doers of righteouſneſs, and con- 
ſequently it is manifeſt that they are not 
the Children of God. - 

In the ſecoxd place, I ſhall _— who 
they are, that in the Apoſtles ſenſe may 
be ſaid to do righteouſneſs. Jn ſhort, they 
who- in the general courſe of their lives 
do keep the Commandments of God. 
And this implies theſe two things ; That 
the tenour of our lives and aGtions be apree- 
able to the Laws of God; And that theſe 
tions be done with a ſincere and upright 
ziind, out of regard to God and another 
_ and not for low and temporal 
ends. 


And I chuſe rather to deſcribe a righ- 


teous .man by the actual conformity of 
the general courſe of his a&tions ' to the 


Law of Ged, than (as ſome have done ) 
by 
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by a ſincere Deſire or reſolution of obe- 
dience. For a deſire may be fincere for 
the time it laſts, and yet vaniſh before it 
come to any real effeft, And how inno- 
cently ſoever it was intended, it is cer- 
tainly a great miſtake. in Divinity and 
of very dangerous conſequence to the 
ſouls of men, to affirm that a Deſire of. 
grace 1s _ and conſequently, by the 
ame reaſon, that a deſire of obedience, 
ts obedience. A ſincere defire and reſ(o- 
lution to be good is indeed a good be- 
ginning, and ought by all means tobe 
cherithed and encouraged 3 but yet it is 
far enough from being the thing defired, 
or from being accepted for it in the e- 
ſteem of God : For God never accepts 
the Defire for the deed, but where there 
15 no poſſibility, no opportnnity of domg 
the thing deſired ; but it there be, and 
the thing be not done, there 1s no reaſon 
to imagine that the deſire in that cafe 


ſhould be accepted as if the thing were 


done. For inſtance, If a man give alms 
according to his ability, and would give 
more if che were able, in this caſe the 

de- 
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defire 4s accepted for the deed. And of 


this-caſe it ts and no other, that the 4- 


poſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. 8. 12. If there be firſt 


a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that 


he bath not. That is, God interprets and 


- accepts the charity of men according to 


the largeneſs of their hearts, and not ac- 
cording to the ſtraitneſs of their fortunes: 
But it -15 a great miſtake, to draw a ge- 
neral concluſion from this Text, that in 
all caſes God accepts the will for the deed. 
For though a man fincerely defire and re- 
ſolve to reform his life ( as I doubt not 
many men often do ) but do it not, 
when there is time and opportunity for 
it, theſe defires and reſolutions are of no 
account with God; all this righteouſneſs 
is but as the morning cloud, and as the ear- 
ly dew which paſſeth away. Men are not 
apt to miſtake ſo groſly in other matters. 
No man believes hunger to be meat, or 
thirſt to be drink; and yet there is no 
doubt of the truth and ſincerity of theſe 
rvatural defires. No man thinks that co- 
vetouſneſs or a greedy deſire to be rich, 

is 
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is an eſtate; or that ambition or an inſa- 
tiable deſire of honour is really advance- 
ment: Juſt ſo, and no- otherwiſe, a de- 
ſire to be good 1s righteouſnefs.. The A- 
poſile's caution a little before: the Text 
may fitly be applied to-this purpoſe, Lit- 
tle children, let no man deceive: you : He 
that doth righteouſneſs 1s righteous, even 
as be 1s righteous. Not but that the beſt 
of men do. ſometimes fall through infir- 
mity, and are betrayed by ſurpriſe, -and 
born down by. the violence of tempta+ 
tion; but if the general courſe ' of our 
ations be a doing of righteouſneſs ,- the 
grace of the Goſpel, in and through the 
merits of. our bleſſed Saviour, doth accept 
of this. imperfect but-ſfincere obedience. 


II. I ſhall endeavour to-ſhew, that by 
this mark every.mah-may, with due care 
and diligence, arrive at the certaih knows-- 
ledg of his ſpiritual eſtate and;:condition. . 
By ths. the children of God are manifeſt, 
and the children-of the Dewil :: Whoſoewer 
doth not wrt ry 7s not of God. By 
which the. Apoſtle means, that this -is a- 


real ' 


_— 


_ curiouſly to enquire into, much leſs ſe- 


real mark of difference betwixt gaod 
and bad men, and that whereby they 
very often manifeſt themſelyes to others; 
eſpecially when the courſe of their lives 
1s eminently pious and virtnous, or no- 
tortouſly impious and wicked. But be- 
cauſe it doth not fo much concern us 


verely to cenſure the ſtate of other men, 
I ſhall only confider at preſent, how far 
by this mark and character every man 


may make a certain judgment of his own 


ood or bad condition, 
x. By this character, as I have explain- 
ed it, he that is a bad man may certain- 


* ly know himſelf to be fo, if he will but 


conſider bis condition, anddo not wiltul- 
ly deceive and delude himfelf, As for 
thoſe wha are vicious jg, the general courſe 
of their lives, or have been guilty of the 
a& off ſome heinous and notorious fin, 
not yet repented of ; their caſe is ſo plain, 
even to themſelves, that they can have 
no- manner: of doubt concerning it. - Such 
men 'ftand continually convicted, and 
condemned by the fentence of their own 
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minds: and whenever they refle& upon 
themſelves ( which they do as ſeldom as 
they can ) they are a terrour to themſelwes, 
and fall of amazement and fearful *ex- 
peQation of judgment: T3GH DUE 
' . And for thoſe who are ſinners of a lefler 
rate, and perhaps allow themſelves only 
in one kind of -vice, they likewiſe have 
reaſon' to conclude themſelves in a bad 
condition ; eſpecially if they conſider that 
he who lives in the breach of any one com- 
mandment 'of God is guilty of all, be- 
cauſe he contemns that authority which 
enacted the whole Law. And 'tis ecafie 
for any man to diſcern the habit of any ſin 
in -himſelt; as'when he frequently com- 
mits it, when he takes up no firm reſolu- 
tions againſt it, when he uſech no com- 
petent care to avoid the temptations to it, 
nor puts forth any vigorous endeavours to 
break off from it ; or however, ſtill con- 
tinues in the practice of it. For the 
cuſtomary practice of any known fin, 1s 
utterly inconſiſtent with ſincere reſoJuti- 
ons and endeavours againſt it ; there be- 
Ing no greater evidence. of the — 
1 C O 
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of - refolations. and endeavours in wed 


kind, : than ſtill to go on to do contrary 
ro them. 

-- 2. BythischaraGer likewiſe, they that 
are ſincerely good may generally be well 
affured of their good condition, and thar 
they are the children of God. And there 
are but two things neceflary to evidence 
this to them ; That the general courſe and 
tenour of their actions be agreeable to 
rhe Laws of God ; and That they be fin- 
cere and upright in thole agions. And 
both theſe every man may ſufficienely 
know concerning himſelt ; tor it the Laws 
of God be plain, and Ilye open to every 
mans underſtanding, then is it as cafie for 


every man to know when he obeys God 


and keeps his commandments, as when 


| he obeys. the commands of his Father -or 


his Prince, and when he keeps the known 
Laws of the Land. And no ſenfible and 


conſiderate man” ever had any doubt of 


this kind; for a man can know any 
thing, he-can certainly tel] when he keeps 
or breaks a known Law ; fo that all fcru- 
ples of this nature are fr:yolous and idle 
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as they would be aſhamed to alledpe 1 in 


tences to cover mens fanlts, and ſuch 


any other caſe. 

' And a good man may likewiſe ht 
when he abeye God ſincerely. Not but 
that men often deceive themſelves with am 
opinion, or at leaſt a groundleſs hope of 
their own ſincerity ; but if they will deal 
fairly with themſelves, and uſe due care 
and diligence, there are very few caſes 
(if any) whetein they may not know 
their own ſincerity in any a& of obedi- 
ence to God: For what-can a man know 
concerning himſelf, if not the reality of 
his own intentions > If afy mart ſhoald in 
carneft tell me;that he doubted very much 
whether he had thar friendſhip for me 

which he made profeſſion of, and that he 


_ was afraid that his affe&ion to me was not 


real and fincere, I confeſs T ſhould doubt 
of it too; becaufe I ſhould certainly con- 
clude that 'no mian could know that mats 
ter fo well as he himſelf; ' And there is 
no doubt but whioever hath a hearty kind- - 
neſs for another, anda (incere- defire to 


ferve and pleaſe him; knows he has it. 
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ſperately wicked ; who can know it © which 


And accordingly good- and holy men: in 
Scripture: do every where with great con- 


fdence and aſſurance appeal. to-God, con- 
cerning the integrity and {incerity of their 


hearts towards him : And I cannor call to 
mind fo much as any one paſlage in Scrip- 


pture, from whence. it can be collected 


that any good man ever doubted of his 
own {incerity : And to fay the truth, it is 
not modeſty but impudence for any man 


to ſuſpet himſelf of hypocriſy, good 


men have always abhorred the thoughts of 
It. ._ Ye, have | heard of the. patience of 


Fob; ,and: yet: he :could not bear to. have 

his integrity queſtioned. It was a brave 

and a generous ſpeech of his, - Till I dye, 

Fwill not remove my integrity from me. 

And yet it hath ſo happened, that this 

is become a very common doubt among re- 
ligious people ; and they have been (o 
uarea{onably cheriſhed in it, as to have ir 
made a- confiderable evidence of a mans 
fiacerity to doubt of it himſelf, Ir is in- 
deed ſaid in Scripture, Fer. 17.9. That the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and de. 
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is. true concerning--onr - future intentions 
and ations; no man. knowing how his 
mind may. change hereafter. Little did 


Hazael think that'ever- he ſhould do thofe 


things which the Prophet toretold him. 
But though this be true in it ſelf, yer 'ris 
not the meaning of that Text. For. the 
Prophet in that chapter plainly makes uſe 


of this conſideration of the falſhood and. 


deceitfulneſs of mans heart, as: an argu- 
ment to take of the people of Iſrael from 
truſting in the arm of fleſh and in thoſe pro- 
miſes which were made -to them of for: 
reign aſſiſtance from Egypt : Becauſe men 
may pretend fair, and yet deceive thoſe 
that rely upon them ; for the heart of man 
is decenful and deſperately wicked, and 
none but God knows whether mens in- 
ward intentions be an{werable to. their 
outward profeſſions ; for he fearcheth. the 
heart and tryeth the reins. But now:be- 
cauſe God alone knows the hearts of all 
men, and the ſincerity of their intentions 
towards one another, doth-it from hence 
follow that it is a thing. etther impoſlible 
or very difficult for any- man to:know the 
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ſincerity of his own preſent intentions and 
ations? To make any ſuch concluſion 
were to condemn the generation of Gods 
children, thoſe holy and excellent men in 
Scripture, Fob, and David, and Heze- 
kiah, and St. Paul, who do fo ſrequently 


appeal to God concerning their own inte- 


grity. And ſurely when the Apoſtle faith, 


No man knows the things of a man, but the 
ſpirit of a mau which is in him, he plain- 
ly ſuppoſes that every man is conſcions 
to the motions and intentions of his own 
mind. [I have infiſted the longer upon 
this, that I might from the very founda- 
tion deftroy an imagination, which is not 
only untrue in it ſelf, bur has likewiſe 
been a very great hinderance to the peace 
and comfort of many good men. ' 

IH. Let us enquire whence 1t comes to 
paſs, that notwithſtanding this, ſo many 
perſons are at ſo great uncertainty about 
their ſpiritual condition. For the clear- 
mg of this matter, we will deſtinAtly con- 
ſider theſe three things. Firft, The grounds 
of the falſe hopes and confidence of men 
really. bad- concerning their good condi- 


tion 
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tion. Secondly, The cauſlcls doubts and 
jealouſies of men really good concerning 
their bad condition. And thirdly, The 
juſt cauſes of ' doubting in others. - As 
for the troubles and fears of men who are 
notoriouſly bad and hive in the practice 
of known vices, theſe do not fall under 
our conſideration : If they be troubled a- 
bout their condition, 1t is no_ more than 
what they ought to be; and if they be 
only doubrful of it, it is leſs than they 
ought to:be, To perſons in this conditi- 
on there is only counſel to be given, to 
leave their fins and become better : but no 
comfort - to be. adminiſired to them, till 
firft they have followed chat counſel : For 
till they reform, if they think themſelves 
to be in a bad condition, they think juſt 
as.they ought, and as. there is great reaſon; 
and no body fhonld go about to periwade 
them otherwiſe. .  - 
Firſt then, we will conſider the grounds 
ef the falſe hopes and. confidence of men 
really bad concerning their good conditt- 
on. I do not now mean the worſt of men, 


bur fuch as make {ome fhew and appeas- 


ance 
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ance of goodneſs," It-is 'very-unpleaſting 
to men to fall under the-hard opinion and 


\ cenſure of others, but the moſt grievous 


thing in- the world for.a- manto. be con- 
demned by himſelf ; and therefore it 15 no 


-wonder that men uſe all manner of ſhifts 


roavoid fo'great an inconvenience as 18 the 
111 opinion. of a mans ſelf concerning 
himſelf and his own condition. 

Some therefore rely upon the profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Faith and their - being 
baptized into it. But this is ſo far from 
being any exemption from a good lite,that 
It is the greateſt and moſt ſolemn: obliga- 
tion to it. Doſt thou believe the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel? thou of all men art inex- 
cuſable if thou alloweſt thy ſelf in un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts. Others truſt 
to their external Devotion, they frequent 
the Church and ſerve God conſtantly,they 
pray to him, and hear his word, and re- 


ceive the bleſſed Sacrament : But let us 


not deceive our ſelves, . God is not mock- 
ed. All this is ſo far from making amends 
for the impiety of our lives, that -on the 
contrary, the impiety of our lives ſpoils 

| | all 
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all the acceptance of our devotjons... He. 


that turneth away his ear from bearing, tbe 


Law ( that: is, from obeying -4t ) ever. 


his prayer ſhall be at: abottination.. Others 
depend very much;upon their repentance, 
eſpecially if they ſer ſolemn. times apart 
for it. - And there is no doubt but that a. 
Gncere repentance will put a man into a 
good condition: But then it is to be con- 
{idered, that no repentance is ſincere but 
that which produceth a real change: and 
reformation in our lives. Others fatisfie 
themſelves with the exerciſe of ſome par- 
ticular graces and virtues, as Juſtice, and 
Liberality, and Charity. And is 'it not 
a thouſand pities that thy life is not all of 
a piece, and that all the other parts of it 
are not an{werable to: theſe; that thou 


ſhouldeſt loſe the reward of ſo-much real . 


oodnels out of thy fondneſs to any one 
vice or luſt £ Haſt thou neyer heard what 
the Scripture ſaith, that he who offends in 


* one point is a tranſereſſour of the whole Law? 


To make a man a good man all parts of 
goodnels muſt concurr, but any one.way 
of wickednels is {yfficient to denominate 

2 Þ a man 


— 
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2 man bad. Laſtly, Soine comfort them- 
felves in the good opinion which perhaps 
others bave' of them. But if we know 
our ſclves to be bad, it is not the good 
opinion of others concerning us which can 
either alter or better our condition. They 
may have reaſon for their charity, and yet 
thou none for thy confidence. Truft no 
body concerning thy ſelf rather than th 
ſelf, becauſe no body can know thee ſo 
well as thou maiſt know thy ſelf. Theſe, 
and ſuch as theſe, = the hopes of the 
crite, which 7ob elegantly compares 
40 ſpiders —_ rely and artificially: 
wrought, bur miſerably thin and weak ; 
ſo that we our felves may fee through 


_ them, and if we lay the leaſt ſtreſs upon 
them they will vaniſh. 


Secondly, We will confider in the next 
place the caufelefs doubts and jealouſtes of 
men really good concerning their bad con- 
dition. 

x1. Some are afrard that they are repro- 
bated from all eternity, and therefore they 
cannot be the eh:l[dren of God, Fhis is fo 
anreaſonable, that if it were not a real 

| caule 
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cauſe as tronble to ſome perſons,” it' id 
not deferve 'to be conſidered. For nd 
man that tincerely endeavours to pleaſe 
God and to keep his commandments hath 
from Scripture the leaſt ground to/ſuſpe&t 
any Jatent or ſecret decree of God againſt 


him that ſhall work his ruine. But what- 
ever the deovees of God be concerning 


the eternal ſtate of men, they 'can cer- 
tainly be no rule either of- onr duty or 


comfort.  And-therefore for men to zudg 

of; their condition” by the decrees of | God. 

which .are hid from: us,' and: not by his | 
word which 'is near 15 azbd in our hearty, 
15 a8 a manwandring''1h' the: wide{ex] | 
in a dark night when "the heaven i9alf | 
clonded'about him; ſhould' yet reſolve to | 


ſteer his courſe by the Rtars, ' which he tan- 


not-ſee!; and negle@: the oth & which - 
18 ac: hand ;and\woutd afford Ang A merch | 


better :and more certaifi: direftion,” | 

i2;/:Good 'men'are confeious to ani 
{ Tae” [marry railties' and i recon, 
and therefore they are uſtail06f>theif con- 


dition.” Bat God-conliders theinfirmitics 
o _ PIE andexpeRs 66 scfier' 
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obedience from us; in-order to | our ac- 
ceptance with him, but what this ſtate 
of imperfeQion is capable of : And pro 
vided the lincere endeayonr and general 
courſe of- our: lives be to pleaſe him and 
keep his Commandments, the terms of 
the Goſpel axe fo-merciful, that our frail- 
ties ſhall nor. þe. imputed to us, fo as ro 
affe& our main ſjate, and to make us cea(e 
to be the children of God. | | 

' 2: They;are afraid their obedience is 
not ſincere becauſe; it proceeds many-times 
from fear, and not always out of*'pure 
loye' to- God. For anſwer to this: It-is. 
plajn from Scripture, that God propoumds 
ro-men; ſeyeral motives and argiiments to: 
obedience ;, ſome;proper' to. work upoi 
their .feqr,; as; the;threatnings of punith< 
ment; ſome-upon;their' hope, 'as the pro-: 
miſes of bleſſing and reward; others:pon: 
their love, .as the mercies and:forgiveneſs: 
of..Ged..; From;whence it 1s [evidenr-he 
 intended.chey; ſhould all: work:upon us, 
And accordin Iy.the Scripture glves us 1n-- 
ſtances in each kind. - ,Neah moved. with; 
fear obeyed God in preparing' an "Ark... 


Mo. 
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Moſes had 1 reſpeb unt unto 7 Dt 
ward : Mary Magdalen loved much. And 
as it is hard ay ma ſo it 15 not neceſſary to 
determine juſt how much influence and no- 
more each of theſe hath upon us: It is 
very well if men bereclaimed from their 
fins and made good, by the joint force of 

all the conſiderations which God offers to : 
us. Ta be ſure Love is the nobleſt and 
moſt generous principle of obedience, bur 
fear commonly takes the firft and faſteſt 
hold of us, and in times. of violent tem- 
ptation is perhaps the beſt argument to 
keep even the beſt of men within the 


Sa 


bounds of their duty.. — 
th Another cauſe of PR tf ia good. 
men is, from a ſenſe. of their imperfe&. 
performance of. the duties of Religion, 
and of the abatement of their affeions. 
towards God at ſome times. They have | 
many wandring thoughts in prayer.and 0-; 
ther exerciſes of. deyotion, and they can-: 
not for. their, life keep .their . minds con- 
tinually. intent on. what they. are abour.., | 
This we ſhould ſtrive againſt as much as: 


We Can, and that 1 Is the utmoſt we can doz; 
_ 


—_ 


26 


—A Sermon Preached | 


| ger” jr 
. { our minds will not admnnt of 1t: And 


| therefore no man ought to queſtton his 
\{incerity, becauſe he cannot do that which 


| Wy 


_ to cure this wholy is impollible, the 
In 


firmity of our nature and the frame of 


- 


is impoſſible-ior men to do. 

/ Andthen for the abatement of our af. 
{ections to God and Religion at ſome 
times, this naturally proceeds from the-in- 
conſtancy of mens tempers, by reaſon of 


which it is not poſſible that the beſt of 


men ſhould be able always to' maintam 
and keep up the ſame degree of zeal and 
fervour towards God. But our comfort 
1s, that God- doth not meaſure mens fin- 
cerity by the Tides'of their affefions, but 
by the conſtant bent of their reſolutions 
and the general tenour of their life and 
achons. SHTTHL CH ONE TIO. £C11 
s. Another cauſe of theſe doubts is, 
that men expect more than ordinary and 
reaſonable affurance of ther 'good condi- 
tion ; ſome particular revelation from God 
and extraordinary impreflion upon their 
minds to that purpoſe, which they think 
the Scripture means by the treftimory and 
ſeal 
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———— 


> 
bs _ 
- 


befoze the KING. 


ſeal and earneſt of the $ partt, 


promiſed it. And all that the Scripture 
means by thoſe phraſes of the teſtimony: 


God | may. 


ve- this when and to whom he pleaſes, 


but I do not find that he hath any where 


and ſeal and earneſt of the Spirit, is to my 
apprehenſion no more but this, That the 
Holy Spirit which God beſtowed upon 
Chriſtians 1n ſo powerful and ſenfible a 
manner was a ſeal and earneft of their re- 
ſurreFron to eternal life, according to 
that plain Text, Roxr. 8.11, If the Spirit 


of him that raifed up Teſus from the dead 


dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chrift from 


the dead 
dies , 


all alſe quicken your mortal bo- 


by bis Spirit that dwelleth in you. 


But Ys who they are that have the Sp1- 


rit of, God. is. only 
real fruits and effeGs of it. 


"Wt ,, 


not a reaſonable caſe, and therefore doth: ' 
not fall vader any certain. rules and' di-- 


reions. They. who are under the power 


to be known by rhe 


Et we be led 


the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, and 
de nst fulfil the Inſts of the fleſb, then rhe 
Spirit of Chriſt dwelleth in ms. 

As. for the caſe of melzxcboly, ' it is 
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of it, are {eldom fit to take that connſel 


which alone is fit to be given them ; and 
that is, not to believe themſelves concern- 


1ng themſelves, but ro truſt the judg- 
/ment of others rather than their own ap- 
\ prehenſions. In other caſes every man 
/ knows himſelf beſt, but a melanchol 


man is moſt in the dark as to himſelf, 


- /This cauſe of trouble and doubting is ve- 


ry much to be pitied but hard to be re- 


moved, unleſs by phyſick, or by time, 
or by chance. One may happen to ſay 


ſomething that may hit the humour of a 
melancholy man, and fatisfie him for the 
preſent ; but Reaſon muſt needs ſignify 


; very little to thoſe perſons, the nature of 
; whoſe diſtemper it is to turn every thing 


that can be ſaid for their comfort into ob- 


x jefions againſt themſelves. 


Thirdly, But beſides thoſe who miſtake 
their condition, either by preſuminy it to 
be better or fearing it to be worle than it 
is, there are likewiſe others who upon 
good grounds are doubtful of their con- 
dition, and have reaſon to be afraid of it: 
Thoſe I mean, who have ſome beginnings 


of 
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of goodneh, which yet are very: imper- 


fe& :: They have good reſolutions, and 


do many things well ; but they often fall, 
and are frequently pull” d back by thoſe 


cvil inclinations and habits which are yet 


1n a great meaſure unſubdued in them. 


Theſe 1 cannot liken better than to the 
Borderers between two Countries, who live 
in the marches and confines of two pow- 
ertul Kingdoms, both which have a great 
influence upon them, ſo that it is hard 
to ſay whole SubjeRs they are, and to 
which Prince they belong : Thus it 1s 
with many in;Religion, They have pious 
inclinations, and have made ſome fair 
attempts cowards goodneſs ; they have 
begun to refrain from ſin, and to refiſt the 
occaſions and temptations to it ;, but ever 
and' anon they are maſtered by their old 
luſts, .and carryed off from their beſt re- 
ſolutions; and perhaps upon a little con- 
ſideration they repent and recover them- 
ſelves again, .and after a while are--again 

entangled and overcome. | 
Now the cale of theſe cenfous' 1s really 
doubtiul, both to themſelves and others. 
E . And 
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And the proper direftion to be piven 
them, in order to their peace and ſettle- 
ment, 1s by all means to encourage them 
to go on and to fortifice their good reſoſu- 


fions; to be more vigilant and watchful . 


over themſelves, to ſtrive againſt ſin and 
to reſiſt it with all their might. And ac- 
cording to the ſucceſs of their endeavours 
in this conflic, the evidence of their good 
condition will every day clear up and be- 
come more manifeſt : The more we grow 
in grace, the ſeldomer we fall into fin, the 
more even and conſtant our obedience to 
God is, the greater and fuller ſatisfaction 
we ſhall have of our good eſtate towards 
God: For the path of the juſt is as the 
ſhining light, which ſhines more and more 
unto the perfett day : And the work of righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall be peace, and the effe& of 
righteouſneſs quietneſs and aſſurance for e- 


Der. 


I ſhall only make two or three Inferen- 
ces from what hath been diſcourſed upon 
this Argument, and ſo conclude. 


1. From 
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er of (ins of Omillion as well as Comiſ. 
fion ; Whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is 
not of God. The mere negle& of any of 
the great duties of Religion, of piety to- 
wards God, and of kindneſs and charity 
to men, though we be free from the com- 
miſſion of great (ins, is enough to caſt us 
out of the favour of God and to ſhut us 
for ever out of his kingdom ; I was hun. 
gry and ye gave me no meat, thirfly and ye 
gave me no drink, ſick, and in priſon and ye 
wiſited me not, therefore depart ye curſed. 

. 2. It is evident from what hath been 
faid, That nothing canbe vainer than for 


men to liye in any courſe of fin and im- 
piety, and yet to pretend to. be the Chil- | 


dren of God, and to hope far eternal life. 


The Children of God will da the works }. 


of God, and.whoever hopes to enjoy him 


hereafter will endeavour to be like him 


here; Every man that hath this hope i 

Him, purifies himſelf, even as He is pure. 
3- You ſee what is the great mark and 

charaGer of a mans good or bad condition; 

whoſoever doth righteouſneſs is of God, and 
oo E 2 


who- 


1. From hence we learn the great dan. © 
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whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs is not of” 


God.. Here is a plain and ſenſible evi- 
dence by which every man that will deal 
honeſily with himtelt may certainly know 
his own condition ; and then according 
as he finds it to: be, may take comfort in 


it, or make haſt out of it. And we need 


not aſcend into heaven nor go down into 
the deep, to ſearch out the ſecret counſels 
and decrees of God ; there needs no-anxi- 
ous enquiry whether we be of the num- 
ber of Gods ele&: It we daily mortify. 
our luſts, and grow in goodneſs, and take 
care to add to our faith and knowledg, 
temperance and patience and charity, and 
all other Chriſtian' graces'and virtues, we 
certainly take the beſt courſe in theWorld 
to makg our calling' and elefiion ſure. And 
without this it is impoffible that we ſhould 
have any -comfortable and well grounded 
a{ſurance of our good: condition. This one 
mark of doing righteouſneſs is that into 
which all other {1gns and charaCters, which 
are in Scripture given of a good man; are 
finally refolved: And this anſwers all 
thoſe various: phraſes, which ſome men 

| _ would 
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would make to be ſo many ſeveral and 


diſtin& marks of a child of God ; As whe- 
ther we have the true knowledg of God 
and Divine 1i[lumination, for hereby we 
know that we know him if we heep his com- 
mandments: Whether we ſincerely love 
God, for this is the love of God that we 
keep his. commandments: And whether God 
loves us, for the righteons Lord loweth 
righteouſneſs, and his countenance will be. 
hold the upright : Whether we be rege- 
nerate and born of God, for whoſoever is 
born of God ſinneth not; Whether we have 
the Spirit of God witneſſing with our Spirits 
that we are the children of God, for as many 
as have the Spirit of God are led by the 
Spirit, and by the Spirit do mortifie the 
deeds of the fleſh :: Whether we belong 
to Chriſt, and have an intereſt in-him or 
not, for they that are Chriſts have crucified 
the fleſh with the affections and luſts there- 


of: In a word, Whether the promiſe of 


heaven and eternal -life: belong to us, for 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 


but if we hawe our fruit unto holineſs, the 
#d will be everlaſting life. So that you 


{ee.. 
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ſce at laſt, the Scripture brings all to this 
one mark, vis. holineſs and obedience to 
the Laws of God, or a vicious and wicked 
life ; In this the children of God are manifeſt, 
and the children of the Devil: Whoſoever 
doth not righteouſneſs is not of God. 

| Let us then deal: impartially with our 
ſelves, and briug our lives and actions to 
this tryal ; and never be at reſt till the 
matter be brought to ſome iflue, and we 
have made a deliberate judgment of our 


condition, whether we be the children of 


God or not. And if upon a full and fair 
examination our conſciences give us this 
teſtimony, that I the grace of God we 
have denyed ungodlineſs and worldly Iuſts, 
and have lived ſoberly and righteouſly and 


godly in this preſent world, we may take - 


joy and comfort in it; for if our heart 
condemn ns not, then have we confidence 
towards God: But if upon the ſearch and 
tryal of our ways our caſe appear clear] 
to be otherwiſe, or 1f we have juſt i 
to doubt of it, let us not venture to con- 
tinue one moment Jonger in ſo uncertain 
and dangerous a condition. And if w 
defiree 
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deſire to know the way of Peace,the Scrip- 
ture hath ſer it plainly before us, Waſb ye, 
make ye clean, put away the evil of your do- 
ings from before mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, 


learn to do well : Come now and let us rea- 
\ fon together, ſaith the Lord ; though your 
ns be as ſcarlet they ſhall be white as ſnow : 

Let the wicked forſake his way, and the un- 
« righteous man his thoughts, and let him 


return unto the Lord, and he will have 

mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon, Though our caſe be 

| very bad, yet it is not deſperate ; Thzs 3s 

+, a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all men to 

be embraced, that Feſus Chrift came into 

| the world to ſave ſinners : And heis ſtill 

| | willingto faveus, if we be but willing to 

| leave our ſins, and ro ſerve him in holi- 

| neſs and righteouſneſs the remaining part 
of our lives. We may yet be turned from 

darkneſs to light, and from the power of Sa- 

tan unto God: We who have ventured 

ſo long upon the brink of ruine, may yet 

by the infinite mercies of God,and. by the 

| power of his grace be reſcu'd from the 


baſe and miſerable ſlavery of the Devil 
and 
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and our Juſts into the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God, , | | 


And thus I have endeavoured, with all 
the plainneſs I could, ro repreſent every 
man to himſelf, and to let him clearly ſee 
what his condicion 1s towards. God, and 
how.the caſe of his ſoul and of his cter- 
nal happineſs ſtands. 
believe that what I have ſaid in this mat- 
ter is the truth of God, to which we ought 
all gladly to yield and render up our 
ſelves. For great 3s Truth, and mighty above 
all things : She is faithful and impartial in 
her counſels, and though ſhe be not al- 
ways welcome, yet 'tis always wile to 


hearken to her , for 1n great kindneſs and 


charity ſhe lets men know their condition 
and the danger of it, that they. may .take 
care to prevent it: With her 1s no ac- 
cepting of perſons, and in her jadgment 
there 1s no. unrighteouſneſs, I will con- 
clude all with that excellent advice of a 
Heathen Philoſopher, Make 7t no longer 2 
matter of diſpute what are themarks and ſigns 
of a good man, but immediately ſet about 
it, and endeavour to become ſuch an one. 
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